CHAPTER IX.

(CHUAN IV.)

CHEH-KA (TAKKA?) TO MATHTJRA.

From Rajapur the pilgrim proceeded south-east down a hill
and across a river 700 h to the CJieh-ka country. This was
above 10000 li in circuit; it lay between the P'i-po-she (Bibas)
river on the east and the Indus on the west, the capital was
above 20 li in circuit. The crops of the country were upland
rice and spring wheat; it yielded gold, silver, bell-metal (t'u-shih),
copper, and iron, the climate was hot with much violent wind;
the inhabitants had rude bad ways and a low vulgar speech,
they wore glossy white clothing made of silk, muslin &c.; lew
of them believed in Buddhism, and most served the Devas, there
were ten Buddhist monasteries, and some hundreds of Deva-
Temples. On from this country there were numerous Punyasal's
or free rest-houses for the relief of the needy, and distressed; at
these houses medicine and food were distributed and so tra-
vellers having their bodily wants supplied, did not experience
inconvenience.

In the Life we are told that our pilgrim on leaving
Rajapur went south-east, and after a journey of two (or
three) days crossed the Ohandrabhaga (Ohenab) river to
the city of Jayapur. Here he spent a night in a non-
Buddhist monastery outside the west gate of the city.
From this he went on to Sakala in the Cheh-kal (in one
text Li-ha) country, from that to the city Narasimha, and
thence eastward to a palasa wood. Here he had an
encounter with brigands and narrowly escaped with his
life. From the village beyond this wood he resumed his
journey and reached the eastern part of the Cheh-ka
country. Here he found a large city, and in a mango